Japan. We aimed for extensive discussions and interdisciplinary cooperation for the researchers in the wide range of areas involved in mass spectrometry; the topics in the meeting included proteomics, metabolomics, forensic toxicology, screening for inherited metabolic disorders, and imaging mass spectrometry.
On the second day, the third symposium, entitled "Novel applications of mass spectrometry to forensic toxicology" was held; it was organized by Professor Hiroshi Seno from Aichi Medical University and Professor Fumio Moriya from Kawasaki University of Medical Welfare. We invited Professor Tamie Nasu from Chubu University as the invited lecturer; she gave a fascinating lecture, entitled "Matsumoto and Tokyo subway sarin attack from the viewpoint of toxicology." After the presentation by Professor Nasu, Professor Seiji Yamaguchi delivered a lecture entitled "Study on clinical application of mass spectrometry: detection and evaluation of metabolic disorders and fatty acids using GC/MS and MS/ MS" as the recipient of the Isamu Matsumoto Memorial Award in 2012.
This topical collection is based on the presentations at the 37th Annual Meeting of JSBMS in Nagoya; we had 23 oral presentations (two regular sessions, three symposia, one invited lecture, and one lecture for the Memorial Award) and 31 poster presentations. In conclusion, we would like to express our deep appreciation and thanks to all the participants and staff members for this meeting.
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